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$5 MILLION GIFT TO VANCOUVER COLLEGE LAUNCHES “OUR NEXT CENTURY” 
 
Vancouver, BC (Friday October 7th, 2016)  -- On Wednesday October 5, 2016 over 400 people gathered at 
Vancouver College to help launch the boldest initiative in the 94-year history of the school, the Our Next 
Century Campaign.  
 
Students, parents, alumni, and supporters were treated to a festive afternoon featuring games, food, drinks, and 
musical performances. The formal program of the launch celebration included the announcement of a 
transformational gift by Tod and Irene Manrell, supporters of Vancouver College since coming to the school. 
They announced their family’s $5 million gift to the Our Next Century Campaign. The gift drew gasps, a 
standing ovation, and tears of joy from the crowd. 
 
College President John Nixon (VC’69) called the Manrell Family gift “transformational” and credits the Manrell 
Family gift with moving the campaign to the point where construction can begin on the first phase, an all-new 
middle school for the College, which will be named Manrell Hall. Manrell Hall will occupy the area where the 
Brothers’ Residence now sits and construction will begin in spring 2017 with completion of Manrell Hall 
expected by fall 2018. 
 
After a blessing by His Grace, Archbishop J. Michael Miller, CSB to begin the formal program, President Nixon 
introduced the assembled VIPs on the stage, which included the Manrells; Edward Wright, Chair of the 
Vancouver College Board; Mark Brown (VC ’86) Chair of the Advancement Committee; Our Next Century 
Campaign Co-Chairs Chris Sherry and Rebecca Grinti-Shery; Principal Johnny Bevacqua; Director of 
Advancement Ronith Cogswell; Brothers Anthony Murphy and Charles Gattone; Campaign “Leadership” donors 
Murray Leith, Qiong Zheng/Ji Jin Yue, and Yuhong Wang/Xiao Yang, and two students who stood in for donors 
who wished to remain anonymous.  
 
Chris Sherry and Rebecca Grinti-Sherry spoke about their decision to accept the role of campaign co-chairs. 
Chris said “we thought about the young VC men that we’ve had the good fortune to meet, to see them 
graduate, and to see firsthand the type of young men that VC helps create – we thought about this great 
community, the endless examples of parents coming together to volunteer, the amazing educators and of 
course the aging infrastructure in need of replacement – we discussed how every day the VC community is a 
reminder to us of living for the greater good. And not only do our boys leave as better men – WE leave as better 
families.”  
 
When introducing his family’s gift, Tod Manrell said “it is a joy for Irene and our family to be here, and an honour 
to be connected with a legacy that began with Lannon and McCormack.” Tod spoke of his family’s strong 
connection to Vancouver College saying, “In many respects it is as much a family as it is a school.” 
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In accepting the Manrell’s gift on behalf of Vancouver College, Board Chair Edward Wright thanked all donors to 
the campaign thus far, saying that all gifts, big and small, “are valued, gratefully received and very much 
needed.” Edward also announced that the campaign, even though it is just being launched, has already reached 
$15 million, 42% of goal.  
 
Over the coming three years Vancouver College will engage members of its community in a number of 
celebrations, events, and awareness initiatives as it works to accomplish the goal of raising $36 million for the 
campus redevelopment. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The Our Next Century Campaign has emerged from the vision and strategic plans developed by the College 
over the last five years, and is the primary means through which the academic vision of the school will be 
implemented. The Campaign is planned to run until the end of the 2018-2019 school year 
Our Next Century is a $36 million campaign focused on improving academic outcomes and campus life 
enrichment at VC through three emphases: 

1. Campus Redevelopment – rebuilding and enhancing the campus to ensure student safety, improve 
operating efficiency and develop a state of the art, modern learning environment incorporating the best learning 
technologies.  

2. Financial Assistance – ensuring that Vancouver College continues to be accessible to all qualified applicants 
through a strong financial assistance program.  

3. Emerging Priorities - funding other emerging needs of Vancouver College over the next three years as 
determined by the Board and Senior Administration.  

For more information about the Our Next Century campaign please contact Ronith Cogswell, Director of 
Advancement, or John Nixon, President. 
 


